-

own affnirs has ne-
H the intercourse
_eo.hgmu.{o:_
on_ by agents
M.dvlfguthay

to the present American
holders, m‘}‘ of the U Btates in Mexico was in-
his Government to apprize that of Mexico of the
desire of this company to commence their work by a thorough
survey of the Isthmus ; snd the Minister was further instruct-
«d to make overtaros for o trenty seouring to the enterprise the
otection of the two Governmonts. The Mexican Gov-
erumoent, a8 we from the correspond of Mr. Letch
with the Mexican Minlster of Foreign Relations, ‘ made not

of the

“the slightest opposition in forwarding , and igsued
¢ orders to the ents of Oaxaca and Vera Crus, not on-
<]y to avoid interposing any obstacles in their way, but, on
¢ the contrary, to afford them aid and hospitality.’ ‘The en.
¢ gineers,” Mr. Letcher udds, * were aceo ly sent, the ports
‘ wn open for their supplies, and more one hundred

¢ thousand dollars have been expended in surveys, opening
“roads, &o,, besiden a large sum of money in furnishing mate-
“rials, " &e.

Will the Senate look into these papers?! They will find
that although we have the letter of John M. Clayton, Sec-
retary of State, of the date of February 20th, 1850, to Mr.
Letcher, our Minister in Mexico, informing him that Mr.
Hargous had notified the ent that he was the re-
presentative of the olaim in"this country, and had em-
ployed engineers whom he wished to send to Mexico for
the purpose of making surveys, and nn}:ening Mr. Clay-
ton to give such instruotions, Let. we have not the letter
written by Mr. Letcher to the Mexican Government ask-
ing for the passports and instructions; amd so we have
no e whatever of what communication was made,
aod upon what comniunication by Mr. Letcher to the
Mexican &mwu that the and the
orders to Governors of Oaxace and Vera Cruz were
given. ut this knowledge, unless the passports
which were obtained, and the orders

re the yalidity of the grant, the transaction im-

,uml:“mm tion of a right. I will not trespass upen

the Senate by reading these Spanish rte; They are

'uk"nuwm by u Mexican consul st N, Orhus::
tec ven by o M  consul at'New Orl

r m'tfsi ig-into Mexico, They are such as any

American citizen, whetk ) OF any €
ing to New Orleans or to New York, obtains from hisown
Government whenever he sees fi to gﬁmabnul. )

Here is the letter of the Mexican Minister of Fore
Affuirs to Mr. Letoher, which accompanied a copy of t
orders issued to ¥he Governors:

Mixistry or ForElan AFraIRs,
Mzexico, Apris b, 1850,

Esteexep Bin: I have the honor to enclose te you a copy
of the order of this day, directed to his Excellency the Gov-
stoor of Oaxaca, for the object which it expresses; another
copy of the same will be sent to the commandant general of
the said State, .

I hasten to give information of the same ; repeating mysell
your attentive servant, who kisses your hand.

J. M. Lacusza.
His Exeellency R. P. Larcunr, &c.

And here are the orders themselves : b
Mr. Lacunza to the Governor of Oazaca..
Mzxico, APRiL 5, 1850.

Most ExcerLest Sin: Beveral American engineers having
been nppointed for the of examining the possibility of

opening the communication between the two seas, bgy "J of
g& mus of Tehuantepec ; and desirous ag is his Excellen-
‘the President, g their travels in your State, that they

meet with noembar ts, but, on "the contrary, be

treated with all hospitality, he has been pleased to direct that’
his wished shonld be communieated to you, as I now have the
honor to do, officially ; repeating, at the same’time, the assar-
ances of my esteem.

God and liberty ! Lacuxaa.

His Excellency the Governor of the State of Oaxaca.

There is nothing in the letter, nor in the orders, which
recognises the validity of the Garay grant, or of any title
of any assignees under it. It is utterly to
gonnd upon this act of courtesy and hospitality by the

exican Minister of F Affairs a recognition of the
validity of the grant to y, or the assignments of
those who claim under him.

The committee rest their assumption, fourthly, upon
the facts stated by them, as follows:

“This is not all: the Government of Mexico at once as-
sented to enter into negotintion for the proposed treaty ; and
a convention for the joint protection of the work thus to be
executed by American citizens, as ndr- of the Garay
gnl. was concluded at Mexico in June, 1850, and sent to the

nited States, To this convention certain modifications being

suggested by the Secretary of State at Washington, it was re-
turned to our Minister o, and the whole terminated
by.a new convention, d at Mexico on the 25th of Janu-
ary, 1851, with the of President Herrern. This last

convention was d by the Senate of the United States,
and returned to Mexieo, and finally rejected by the Mexican
Congress in April, 1852,

The committee do not mean to be understood—it would

they meant to be understosd—thet the fucts that the
sident of Mexico ed one treaty, which was sent to the
United Btates them, and them signed
another and sent it to the U States, nnd it was nc-
€ them and refu to Mexico and rejected by
the ean Congress, which had power to reject it, con-
stituted & recognition of any fact recited in either of
those incomplete treaties. would be to draw the
recognition of the validity of a claim from an attempt to
megotinte a seftlement of it. All that Mexico
bas in any way com by thie negotiation
will disappear from the case when I shall show the history
of them. The first' treaty was made duﬂ? the time of
that good, P.n, and true old man, Zachary Taylor, andin
the time of the sdministration of thé State Department
by that distinguished and accomplished diplomatist and

ator, John M. Clayton. Here is the first ar-
ticle of the first draught of the treaty which was sent to
Mexico :

“ Art. 1. Individaals upon whom the Mexican Government
may have bestowed or may bestow the Fﬂvﬂege of eonstructing
a road, raflrond, or scross the Isthmus of Tehuantepec,
and those employed by them, shall be protected in their rights
of m‘l«n and property from the inoeption to the completion
of the work.”

Not only is there no recognition of the American as-
signees of the Garay grant, and no recognition of that
grant itself in this artiole, but there is a careful exclusion
of any such statement.

Here is the' fifth srticle of that treaty of Mr. Clayton's:

“Art. 5. In any differonce which may arise between the
andertakers, either the present or the future, of the work, which
n.lx.hlwln the lons of the right to the privilege, the com-
piaining party shall draw up a stat t of ita pretensi
and motives, and & similar statement shall be drawn up by the
other ym{, and both statements shall be submitted to two
arbitars whe hold no diglomatio appointment or commission,
sad who reside In the Maxican territory. One of thexe arbi-
tars shall be by the holders of the privilege and the
other by the Government of Mexioo ; and these two, in case of
disagreement, shall appoint a third, with the qualifioations
above required, and from the decision of these arbiters there
shall ‘be 1o or recourse whatsoever. Of all other
quéstions which way arl.¢ the Mexiéan tribunals shall take
gognimnoe.”

But then eame into rm the successors of Gen. Taylor
and Mr. Clayton ; and then also rea Mr. Peter A.
Ha #, & merchant, claiming to be the tative
of th l.;;::ﬂaombepntowthtwerwu
s speculation in great en ise, more impor-
tant to the Government of the 'Untmm.u, and more
objectionable to the Government of Mexico, than the en-
rise itself. Here is precious evidenoce of it: On the
day of Angust, 1850, Peter A. H wrote a let-
ter to t Bémbfcy of State, in which, after ntieﬂ‘:!
the treaty of Mr. Clayton, which had then been remit
by Mexioo duly signed by the Ministers of the two Gov-
ernments, he aaid, referring to Mr. Letcher:

“I thersfors, that you will parden me for suggesting
that it might be advissble that he should bs mn,’af&--
ed of the movements above sdverted to, and instructed to loss
no time which can be saved in bringing his negotiation to »

- and satisfuetory close.”

Mr. Webater with this request of Mr. Har-
gouk, ‘And mads & new draft of » convention, carefully re-
soguising the Garay grant. MHere {s the first article of it:

“ Ant, I The to whom the Government of Mexico
may have or may in future grant, the privileges for
'-‘r?hm £ & rond, o o; canal scross the Isthmus o:
the et of 1863, ik of Pébranry, 4 of October, and
20th of Decembor, 1848, and Kovember, 138

in th of construstion, and all others
limita defined by
of i':, I;:nt :bu:lr, shall be
m the sommencs.

meont of the work until ite eomplati
for which the privileges are ln::ld‘.?‘" T —

gnnt to aoted
nnmm : ae;l. uolomo and '
i o, ot Aray grant, and sent

» troaty whih did, in express words, e
instrooted Mr. Letcher to try to get this
by Mexico. On the 22d of
reported hia ill success in these

“1 submitted to the notice of the Minister of F
lationa the several alterations you du:nd th l:ai':%

Tel exprossing st the ssme time the: confi.

SR LRl T 1 s

1o this cbeervation he remarked, his Government had

1 made before the decres.

e
w“‘&' W8 % farther and

t severely and shamefully ¢ensured for
m"u iv now stands; ﬁiﬂn was to say
: /in ‘his country; that he If had been:
illl'll!trlihgl'w the th-m taken in it;

| he was resolutely determined, Lo sid, fearloss of
conseynences, to do upy and every thing be conld to carry

Wm‘t'f the,

Sir, I should like to see what answer the Minister of
any Power on earth would receive who should come to
the Becretary of State of this nation, and tell him that
he was not at all satisfied with his ressons and his opin.
ions, and demand a hearing before the President and
Cabinet! What is just and right for one Power is just
and right for another. If we exact justice or courtesy
from the strong, we should coflcede it to the weak. Mr.
Letcher obtained his he.ri.n‘ﬁ before the Prosident, as will
b seen from his report in these words:

“To this bhe cheorfully agreed ; and the next d.lﬁ_ul 11
o’'clock was the time fixed upou for this meeting by the per-
mission of the President. At the appointed moment, I found
the President and his Cubinet all in attendunce. They gave
me & cordial reception, aud the most attentive and respectful
bearing imaginabie for an hour and a half; and upon taking
leave I wus asssured, in the kindest manner, I should have
every thing I desired that they could possibly give me.” & #

‘q‘%ha chief arguments urged sgainst the amendments in
question appear to be these :

“1, Thut they infringe upon the sovereignty, the honor, the
dignity, and national ‘pride of Mexico. !

“2, To sdopt them would be atonce to paralyze, to dis-
grace, and in short to overthrow the present Administration.

“That & treaty with such islons would be rejected by
the Mexican Congress (probably) without a lill{l.‘ ssenting
voice, and therofore would be of no use to the United States,
whilst at the same time it would be the ruin of the party in
power."” !

Mr. Letcher then ap; to have tried what virtue
there was in threats. Here they are:

“ Sinow the fingl decision was had, the President and eve-
ry member of his Cabinet have manifested the deepest oou-
cern lest you should be displeased at the result. Gen, Arista,
who s the mnaster-spirit of the Governmont, is exceedingly
uneasy” Evory ds ort.wo.nuhgchm::snmo of the
members of the Cabinet e s hoping I am
not dissatisfied. The only answer I have made is, Mexico
has committed & great error.

“ It may also be proper to add, during the various discus-
sions which took place in relation to the points in dispute, I
availed myl_::lfd a lull.;:lu ocoasion to ;ul.y,ﬂin the al;f::
Mexico re to enter into & treaty for the protec
of the ity Mmmf?h Justice to her own eiti-
rens, who had made large investments in the undertaking,
waa determined to take the affair into her owr hands.”

Now, let us hear the answer of this exotic and wind-
shaken branch of the ancient and chivalrous family,
which, on its native peninsula, once gave laws to both
he! .. Hereitis; and it will remain imperisha-
ble as the answer of an oppressed but high-minded and
generous people : :

“Your Government is strong—outa is weak., You have th
power to take the whole or any portion of our territory you
may think fit; we have not the to regist. We have
done all we could do to satisfy your country, and to gratify
you personally. We can do no more. * * # What is
:‘tf;i:lgbd of us wo cannot grant. If Mr. Webster knew our
exact condition, if he knew the precarious tenure by which
we hold power, the violenoe snd strength of the opposition,
the -gpirit of the States, and the peculiar krojudioea
of our people, surely he would not exact terms.

But Mr. Webster did exact. Castilian ave way.
Arista and his Ministers sucouthbed, the Tehunnte-
pee treaty, with its odious recitals, was si And

now for the result. Hear the report of the Minister, Mr.
Letcher:
“ Leoariox or Toe Usiren STATES oF AMERICA,

7 S " ll’:nri'u, Arrin 8, 1851,

“ B ¢ emhpeem:{, to say, was rejeoct-
ed last night by the Chamber of Deputies, & Im-rir quorum be-
ing present, in a few minutes after it was submitted by the Go-
vernment for conei ion, by a vole of seventy-one to ene. The
result, so far from being u matter of surprise to me, or to
one ¢lse in this pountry, was most confidently M
The fow Deputies who were brﬁly disposed the
measure, knowing perfectly well “they would be instantly
denounced as to country in case they voted for
it, deemed it expedient to absent themselves from the Cham-
ber when the vote was taken, ’

“Buch was the intemperate and uncompromising hostility to
the Garay grant that no Mexican, in or out of the Chamber,
not even those who held a direet interest in it, dared to whis-
per o single word in its support. In fact, the Deputy who voted
Jor the ratification dechuml'l Judgment was olxpoud fo it in
every particular ; but, fearing ita rejection might occarion an-
}rher war between the two countrics, ke felt compelled to vote

or it,

‘It is altogether impossible to make a treaty baving the
least connexion with the Garay grant.”

That is Mr. Letcher's report. And now I ask my hon-
orable friend from Virginia where it is in these negotia-
tions that he finds that Mexico recognised the vllid?ty of
the Garay grant ?

I have mo hostility to the Garay grant, or to its as-
signees, or to their enterprise. 1 therefore shall hold my
own mind in reserve to form a favorable judgment n&on
them in fature, instend of endeavoring to bring other
Senators to the conclusion that the grant is invalid, or
that the sssignment is unavailing; and I will now present
the deductions I make from the case, which I have thus
traced out by history and argument, in & negative form,
to wit: First, that the Committee on Forelgu Relations
do not show that the American assignees have an existing
title to the right to open the Isthmus of Tehuantepec;
and, secondly, that they do not show that the validity of
the grant has been recognised by Mexico since its abro-
gation by the Mexican C L

Here 1 might leave the question; but in that case 1
should leave undone what it is the duty of some Senator
to do—exhaust the subject, and present fully the grounds
of the votes which must be given sgainst the resolutions
before the Senate.

You will perceive that hitherto I have assumed, in this
srgument, two things: first, that the grant to Garay was
udguhle; and, secondly, that an assignment was made
by Garay which has come to be vested in the hands of
American citizens, Pmaodinfh:rpon these assumptions,
I ask you to take notice of another important point in the
case. It is indisputsble that whatever conditions Salas
attached to his decree entered into the assignments when
made, Let me show you the conditions imposed by Salas:

““Art. 13. It shall bo an express conmdition, in all contracts
writh colonists, that they shall renounce the privileges of their
original domicil #o long ns they reside in the country, subject-
ing themselves to all the existing colonial regulations which
are not in conflict with the present law.

tion of families aud laborers, snd it shall keep & public and
nuthentic reginter of all its transactions in respect to all mat-
ters of colonization.”

I bave translated thess conditions from the record of
the decree which is before me. Let me show what was
the contemporaneous exposition of them given by Salas,
and which nccompsnied the approval of the sssignment.
Here it is:

“According to the spirit of the aforesaid law, this renunci-
ation must take place in the most positive and conclusive man-
ner on the part of the settlers, so that, whatever circumstances
may happen, and whatever moasuros these may require, nei.
ther the settlers aforosaid nor the proprietors may not, in any
em,]hor for any o:.ui. l.? :t.iu E::;ilcm;:ior any olhx

{leges nxeept those whic ve nted, or ma;
wus,“u lhlpﬂ by the laws of the mn‘:y to which Lu.
their persons and their property must be subjected ; and with-
out this requisite they will not be admitted.”

Here nre Amerioan citizens olaiming the extension of
this grant by an sssignment which was made upon the
express and published condition of .an sbsolute denation-
alization ; and dnt we are interposing in their behalf
upon the ground of the very privi of alienship, which
they renounced to mcquire the rights, and we are claim-
ln? rights for those who, if they have an assignment, are
beld by it to have renounced al their citizenship
of the United Statee. We are required to make reprisals
of war against Mexico for violating their rights under
that very contraot. Let us #ee how, in point of fact, the
aexignees stand in regard to this assignment. You will
take notice that no assignmerit was ever publicly known,
or communionted to the Mexioan Government before the
decree of Salas extending the grant; but after the de-
croos of Balas, Garay known to the Mexioan Gov-
ernment that befire the decree he had made an nasign-
ment to Manning & MoIntosh, and Snyder & Co. They
have never produced thatprevions assignment to this day.
It is not among the papers before us. Whether such a
one was evermade, sn@whether it was frandalent, whether
it contained what they sald of it, or not, there iz no evi-
denee ; but the only evidence they have is a title by an
assignmont subsequent reciting that they had a transfor
Haore is the notice which Garay
| gave to the Mexican Government of the assignment which
he had made to those parties :

“ With these views, (those concerning eolonization,) [ suo-
eeeded in concluding & contract with the house of Messrs.
Manning & Molntosh and Snyder & Co., independent of that
for eonstructing a way of communieation between the two
sond, by which (contract) those genilemen are to introduce
settlors on the lands.”

The ffth article in that very deed of sasignment recited
that Qaray did net convey to them, but set reserved
to himself, the right to open the Isthmns, in these words:

“ That by thin transfer on the part of the , Don
Josk Gmg’. it is ot to bo undarstood thid

Manning & MeTntesh, and Soyder 4
squletoren St M::m rive

And grants them the na g Yor
on nd the Isthmas ¢ ) %o faf as may
be' of théfr lands; and then
ative preciution, an wd.’

|

ditional reservation of non-interférence with his privilege

oul in Tuml faith a weastre of so miueh imyrtuoce to the twe
Ropubligs.” & o ¢

A Tarther discusslon o g hourcasued, He i thered most
obst'nate’s and foreely tu nis objectibng: Wher iepon T took
the diberty to tell him, in yery plaio lunguage, I was notst
all satisfied with his opinions or with bis ruasons, snd there- |
fore requested to be heard before the President und his Cabi-
uet upon the points in dispute.”

“Art. 14, The eptarprise shall submit for the approval of |
GGovernment all contracts which it shall make for the introdue- |

Il et

of interoceanic On the 13th of Januu:y.

communicstion
was | 1849, to wit, two months after the expiration of the two

years of extension allowed by the decree of Salas, Man-
ning & Melntosh announced to the Government
‘“that Don José Garay had wransferred to their house the
privilege of comstracting s way of commupication be-
tween the two seas by the qu{‘ur the Isthmus of Tebuan-
tepee.”  Un pecciving thid note the Mexican Government
netod deciledly and promptly, reminding the l:&guﬂi
that that part of the grant was untransferable,

that the whoele graut was extinet; the last extension
granted by Sales, like all the preceding ones, having ex-
pired without commencing the work,

It remains on this po_l:f only to say that whatever title
sny American citizens may buve, they havo only the same
title which Manning & Melotosh and Soyder & Co. had,
with all its imperfections on its bead.

I shall omit the question whether the original grant of
Santa Anna to his favorite Don José Guriy of ﬂl:n &r_ivi-
lege of opening the Isthmus was assignable. e Mexi-
¢an Government say that it was not; that Garay was en-
trusted to execute a grest national work a8 a mere sgent.
If such & question as thet should arise in the United
States what should we say ! The President of the United
States every day issues commissions to individuals to per-
form certain duties, Co:fnu every day pass laws au-
thorizing individuals to build custom-houses, &¢. I would
like to know who there is in Congress or out of it that

would sdmit that an administrative officer or an architect |

upon o public building has a contract which he ean
to o foreigner, and thereby convey to a foreign Power the
right to tell us that we must execute the contract with

its subjects.

Mr. Dowss. [ would ask the Senator to state, if this
contract be not ble, why it was that the Mexican
Government declared te Mr, Trist that it was assignable,
and that it had been assigned ?  Is not the Mexican Gov-
ernment ad competent to decide that question as the
Senate of the United States ?

Mr, Sewarp. If my honorable and very esteemed
friend from Louisiana, who argued this case with great
ability the other day, had not had his attention diverted,
he would have seen that I have already anticipated the
question which he has pm!iaundad to me. I threw out this
view of the subject to show that what Mexico insists
upon has at least the merit of plausibility. I ask only
that it be so considered. It is enough for my purpose
that, sccording to the view which 1 have taken, the com-
mittee have not shown the validity of the assignment, and
the validity of the title of the claimants.

I agk you now to consider what are the unreasonable
demands which Mexico makes, and which it is supposed
that we cannot allow ; and I shall take that in the words,
of the honorable chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Relations, (Mr, Masox :) ;

# In all the propositions which have since emanated from
tho Mexiean Government, in their proposuls inviting new
companies to construct this work, they have imposed limita-
tions and restrictions which must discourage all from attempt-
ing it, or which would have the effect, if eomplied with, of
leaving that work exelusively in the ¢harge of the Mexican
Government. The propositions are of this character: the
contractors are required, in the first place, to acknowledge the
ungualified sovereignty of Mexico over the transit, and her
rig%t to impose any political charges whatever upon persons
or property passing over it. They are required to acknowledge
a concurrent right in the Government of Mexico to fix the cor-
porate charges. They are required to agree to place their mail
steamers under the national flag of Mexico, and all their ves.
sels are to be subject to tonnage and lighterage duties. They
are required to ¢ to transport no troops or munitions of
wear neross the Tethmus, except with the express permission of
Mexico. They are required to discriminate in faver of such
:ﬂhﬂ ns s gmm';nty this munob:’::;,b .d:;ln;tirug lﬂ&t—’-

Ve t. from the corporate charges eir favor; the
are wuﬁd to transfer the work at cosﬁt to Mexico, and, mori
than all, those who sre there construcling this work are re-

uired to renounce their right to the protection of their own
ammmenu, and become de facto Mexican eitizens.”

Now, sir, you see what the whole difficulty is; that
what is claimed for these American proprietors is that
they shall not be obliged to densationalize themselves, but
that Mexico shall be obliged ta denationalize herself;
that the Congress of the United States, or the citizens of
the United States, shall have control over the commerce
of the Isthmus in all the partigulars which have been read
from the speech of the honorable Senator. Now, eonsid-
er the condition of the United Btates, which I will not

rtray ; consider the present condition of Mexico, which

need not desoribe ; eonsider the charaoser of the popu-
Iation of the United States and of Mexico, which I need
not illustrate; consider the extent of the franchises thus
insisted upon, and tell me what result can happen to Mex-
ico by her conceding what is demanded of her, short of a
dismemberment, soonet or later, of the Mexican nation,
& dissolution of the Federal Union of the States, and the
extinotion of the Republic of Mexico, even if, while we
are here, that extinction has not already ceme about.
Bir, in that case Mexico will not be a self-sustaining Pow-
er. She must be sustained by somebody. Except the
United Btates, there is no American power that can
gnnnly the maintenance of & government in Mexico.
¢ United States will not consent that any European

also | nity and honor of this unation to abide by its treaties—

. This i8 & coroliary from the first osition, and falls
with it. Their third proposition tas
- the present posture of the question, it is not com-
'.:&.l rﬁnha aiguuyP:r this Bnnr:niqul to prosecute the
subject further by negotiation. If Mexion, thersfure, shall
offer further nogotiation, it shallbe declined, unless it shall be
oa'uyd_wqd_‘h_ upon our gwan terme,”
This, aleo, is o corollary from the first proposition, sod
‘fulls withit. Moreover, 3"_ it be consisten m the dig-
treaties solemnly and sacredly made—then it is consistent
with the duty of the United and it is their boun-
den duty, either to tender to Mexico, or to wait till Mex-
ioo shall tender to them, o propossl to submit this dis-
pute to an arbitration conslatin# of two persons, one of
whom shall be named by esch Power, or to the arbitra-
tion of a foreign nation.” This disposes of the resolutions

of ;‘h; m}:iun.

. President, I am app the end of this lo
discussion, and I shall dxmm Don José Garay,
frut, bis assignment, his agsignees, and their grievances.

come to a second ground, which has been assumed, not
8o much in the report as in the speeches of the honorable
Benators who support these resolutions, viz: That the
United States have a fublic interestgin opening the Te-
huantepec communication as an oeeanic connexion, which
renders it the duty of the United States on this occasion
to ndogt the resolutions submitted to us upon this sub-
jeot. I have to 8ay, in the first place, that as any defect
in the Garay claim, or in the sssignments of it, cannot be
cured by the existence of & coincident public interest on

 the part of the nation, 8o also this public interest which
is thus bmpg_ht before us is not aided at all by the Garay
claim. Ifit is the right of the United States to compel
Mexico to enter into & stipulation to open the way, that
rlgh_f. is absolute and inde ent of the Garay grant,
whether that grant be valid or otherwise. Upon what
ground is it that the Committee on Foreign Relations
claim this right? Hear the honorable chairman of that
committee:

“'I come now to look at this question in another point of
view. Ilay it down, without hesitancy and without fear,
that we have a right to a way aeross Tebuantepec. Aoccord-
ing to public law, this Government may demand of Mexico a
way across Tehuantgpec ; nnd llu‘:iw cannot refuse i unless

she become: disloyal to the g ompact of What
iz aright of way? Every one is familiar with that. It per-
tains to individuals in life as it pertains to nations. I under-

| stand that vriters upon public law derive it from that primi-
tive state when the entire earth was common to- all men, and

3 K 80 surrounded

him from whom it is derived that I have no way out to mill
or to market, I may take it, as o right incident to the acquisi-
tion. It isa principle resulting from necessity, and is modi-
fied as circumstances may r A way impracticable in
its use is the same a8 no wsy at all; andsuch is the ex-
act posture of our present way across the northern continent.
We purchmed G-l&nrnh from Mexico, paid a large equiva-
lent for it,mnd we have in fact no way across our own conti-
nent to gt to it :

That ig the law of pations gives us the right to croas
the isthmus of Tahmtaiee. and it is an absolute right.
As it is by virtue of the higher law, higher than treaties,
higher than the Constitutions of the United States and of
Mexico—the law of Ged, which is & law of necessity—it
is & perfeot right. 1 have to say on this argument, in
the firsy place, that when we had such a right, one so
perfect, and descending to us so directly from Almighty
power ad Divine justice, it was most bungling deploma-
cy to rest that right upon the grant of the Mexican Gov-
ernmeni to Don José de Garay. I have to say, in the se-
cond place, that while I might not deny that we have the
rightto s way across Mexico, there is still another ques-
tion ‘which the honorable Senator has not disposed of. I
remembér a comedy which I saw acted once, in which
the pareuts of two lovers sought to oppose their union
under & mutual mistake. It resulted in their flight and
marrisge, and when they presented themselves for for-
giveness, the parents found that just exactly the union
which they had desired and studied to bring about was
what had taken place, and which they had opposed, un-
der the suppostion that each had some other party in
view. The fathet of the groom was obdurate. The
futher of the bride said, ** Well, now, will you not forgive
{_uur son? Have you not got your own way after all?”

he inflexible parent replied, ** Yes, I have got my own
way, but I have not got my own way of having it.”” Now,
I ask the honorable chairman of % committee, whether,
besides having an absolute right, by the higher law, to
the road across Mexico, we have a right to our own way
of baving g ? I think not.

But, sir, the honorsble Senator supposes that this
riiht of way over Tehuantepec inures to us by virtue of
o higher law, upon the ground that a portion of our ter-
ritory is behind Mexico, and snother portion before Mexi-
0o, and it is mecessary for us to through Mexico

Now, sir, you have only to contemplate one more grade
in the hllﬂLth which yoa hvg brought lluﬂ: to
bring compunction to your heart. Here it is: Mexico
has not ouly offered you this very right on the condition
that you wonld relinquish the Garay grant, but she has
offerel to indemmify—any; to indomnilfy—the assgnees of
the Garay grant fie poc min:y lusses ; ;

I anewhr 1o v sligeestion or two 1l the aF th ol
| understood his Exveilumey b =¥, 0 a0 maky woirds, oo
der 10 wvoid all diffivaleios that msy probubly urise, in cus
the treaty shall be rejectod, Mexico is willing to indemnify
the holders of the tiuray grant, and also the New Orleans Com-~
Knyi:ar the mouney they have herotofore expended in the en-

Tprige.

“ In my despatch of the 20uh of October I mentioned that
the Minister bad used this remark, in substance :  Mexico ia
prepared to stund all the consequences that may result from »
rejection of the treaty.” I am now pretty well sutisfled he
meant pecuniary consequences, and nothing more.”

Latter of Mr. Letcher.

Benators, behold here the fundsmental error in all these
transactions—the error which might have been, and ought
to have been, perceived—s private speculation, with which
the Government had nnthll::g to do, combined, ed,
confounded with a grest national enterprise—a p
speculation, undertaken on public account. A t -
tional interest, brought down to the mire, and uted by
contamination in an asseciation with private speculation,
Now, I ask, is it not about time to separate this private
speculation from this great national world-wide Y:por-
tant concern? Bir, our dignity as well as our interest re-
quires us to review our own position, and not to ask
Mexico to reconsider hers; to retrace our own steps; to
dissolve our connexion with this New Orleans Company ;
to dissolve the connexion of our Government with specu-
Intors—speculators whether upon the levee upon the Mis-
aissippi, or upon South street on the East river; to dis-
misg them to the remedieg afforded by the nation with
which they have contracted, which remedies ave the only
ones they have & right to expéct, or in making their con-
tract could have contemplated. Then prosecute this great
design of interoceanic communication across Mexico by
fair, open, single-handed, single-hearted diplomacy. The
Isthmus of Tebuantepec will be opened in good time. It
cannot long remain ¢losed sgainst the spirit of the age.

ex

The advance of our country snd of civilization throughout
this continent assures us that it will be opened.

But you want it opened now—you cannot wait. There
is no urgency, there is no hastefor Tehuantepec, You
want first and most a communication which shall bind

passage over it was free to all, according to their varied ne- | New and Washington, and New York on the At-
cessitios. Sueh was the nature of this ﬂshi before gov- | lantic, with San Francisco on the Pacific. The safety of
med, or the institution of separate pro-| your country, the safely of its Pacific possessions demands

thesa, u:w“ in question mﬂﬂl such 4 communication, not over oceans exposed to all nu-

h .ﬁ“m Y | tions and tt n for‘:? territory occupied by 'a dis-

R 1 dug. Ir| contented, aggrieved, probsbly bostile people, but
I purchase » piece of land by tho of | inland, and ther through you own countyy. You

want for your own use, for your own commeree, and for
the commerce of Asia, a road which shall have the advan-
tage of the best Atlantic and Pacific harbors which can
be obtained, with one continuous connexion by land, so
that there shall be no necessity for reshipment between
the Atlantic and Pacific ports; nor a way between ports
yet to be artificially made on the Caribbean sea and
on the Pacific coast, with changes from land to water
carriage requiring breaking of bulk at least twice in the
course of transit.

If you aim to erect a high commercinl structure, you
must lay your foundations broadly in sgriculture, in mi-
ning, and manufacture ; and all these within your own
domain ; and use the resources which God and nature
have given to you, snd not those which Providerice has
bestowed upon your neighbors. And you want, for the
BAIDO reason, & p across the continent of your
own, not shared withany foreign Power, and through your
own domain, and pot through a foreign domain. If you
will be the carriers of Europe and of Asia, if you will be
the carriersin even your own interoceanic commerce, you
must receive, you must convey, you must deliver merchan-
dise within your own temperate zone, not within that tor-
rid zone whose heats are noxions to animal and vegeta-
ble productions, and, while so deleterious to the articles
most sbundant and most essential to the subsistente of
man, pestilential also to human life itself. This is the
communication across this continent which you want.

But I shall be told, as I have heen told by the advocates
of these ill-starred resolutions, that a railroad across our
own demain is not feasible. I shall give but a brief an-
swer to that—an answer in the letter of an illiterate man,
whose experience enables him to bear comclusive testi-
mony :

Wasumerox, Fro. 4, 1853.

Sin: I have the honor of replying as follows to your note
of the 2d instant, ma certain inquiries regurding the
practicubility of hui.ldlnﬁ and the best location for the,pro-
posed Pacific Rai at I think itis perfectly practicable,
and the best route wil be found by going into the valley of
the Rio Grande st Albnguerque, and thence crossing over by
the Moqui villages and Little Colorado river to Walker's Pass
in the Sierra Nevada, and from there down the San Joaquin
valley to San Franecisco,

I bave crossed from New Moxico to California by four dif-
ferent routes, namely : Cook’s Sonora route, the Balt river

in order to go from one part of our possessions to

Power shall nty the preservation of a Government
there. The anm’dmtﬁm. and the traditions cherish-

ed by us, prohibit that. What then? Asa uence
of making these concessions, Mexico must fall into the
United Bta

Mr. President, I began this examination, if not in faver
of the propoesitions of the committee, at least favorable
to a result which would enable me to support these claim-
snte.  The reenlt 6 not sativfantary. T am obliged,
therefore, to say thfat I cannot voté to sdsaln (he resulu-
tions. I will now briefly review the points made by the
committee, in my own order. And first, this point is
made by the committee :

“ That the United States stands committed to all of its
citizens to protect them in all their rights abroad as well as
at home, within the sphere of its jurisdiction.”

I hope the Senate has considered the lemgth and the
breadth of this proposition. I am obliged to ask some
modifieation of it. [ am glad to know that I have the
support of Mr. Hargous, who has charge of this claim,
and also of the late distinguished Secretary of State.
What is the opinion of the New Orleans company upon
that subject ! Mr. tells us, in his letter to the
late Secretary of State, Mr. Webster, when invoking the
intervention of the Government :

“ They are aware that in ordinary cases it is not the prae-
tice of the United States Government officially to interfere
in bebalf of citizens of the United States who may eomplain
of the violation of a contract which they may have entered
into with a foreign Government ; but, insemuch as all general
rules have their exceptions, and as the interest of the Ameri-
can Government and public, and especially those of the elti-
rens of the West and Southwest, are largely involved in the
suceess of the Tehuantepeo enterprise, they Batter thomaelves
that, in any just complaint they may have cause to prefer
against the Mexican Government, they shall receive the
hearty protection of their own.

“Your anawer upon this point especially is respectiully so.
licited, and will be anxiously awaited.”

Here are these proprietors telling the Government of
the United States that they know Lfml what they ask for
is an exeeption to the law of nations, ns practised by this
Government. There is the honorable Committee on For-
cign Relations telling we that the rule is universal. 1
shall subscribe to this rule with some qualifications,
which I will submit to the coansideration u‘} the Senate.
The first qualification is, that the rights of a citizen,
which the Government is bound to protect, are just rights,
not unjust ones; that they are not unjust, unconscien-
tious, or immoral rights.

Mr. Masow. What is o just right !

Mr. Szwarp.
legal rights. According to the honorable Senator's no-
tions and mine, there are things that are right beeause
they are declared by law. Thereare things that are right
whether they are lared by law or not. The second
qualification is, that the rights which the Government is
bound to protect must be certain and absolute, not un-
certain or doubtful. Third, that the right of the indivi-
dual to the protéction of his Government is subordinate
to the general welfare and interest of the State. Upon
this point, ss the honorable chairman of the committes
will give some authority, I will repose myself on Mr.
Wobster's reply to the letter of Mr. Hargous, which I have |
already submitted:

 Should the event prove otherwise, howover, it eannot be |
doubted that in ruch a cade,in which the interests of individuals |
would be obviously subordinate to those of the publie, any other
means which might be necetanry for your protection would be
suthorized and employed.”

_ The protection which a Government owes to its citizens
isn on scoording to ciroumatances—a protection
consistent with public justice and the public welfure. The |
Government may discharge itself of its obligations in|
some oases, by leaving the individudl to maintain his do-
mestic rights in the domestic courts, and it may leave the
citizen who has rights under a Government to seck |
redress from that Government in its courts or atherwise. |
There never was and never will be a Government which |
can be under an obligation to its citizens by which one of |
them having, for the purpose of commerce or speculation,
made a contract with the subjects of another country, or |
with the Government of snother country, can ipso facto |
involve the nation to which he belongain reprisals or war, |
to compel that Government to execute its contract. That
would be to enable one citizen, at the spggestion of bis |
own interoit ér oaprice, to put in jeopardy the interest, |
welfare, happiness, or safety of all other citizons. Least !
of nll oan thare be any sush principle of the law of nations
applied in & case | the contract is disputed, or or[
donbtful z'_u walidity. This disposes of the first
committee.

[ on is:

“ Thet Ahonld ' within & reasonable time fail to re-
comeider her powjtion soncerning sid grant, it will then bo-
come tha duty of this Government to review the sxisting rels-
tions with that Republio, and to demand suoh messuros as
will preserve the homor of the country and the righteaf its
cltizena.” :

1 sny just rights in distinction from |

| tirely with the ideas and principles expressed by your Excel-

L v W
_;ni-«i by it for Congress was detormined to rejoet it”

another, like & farmer who has & right to go to another

part of his own farm over another man's lands. 1 remind

| the Benator that we voluntarily placed ourselves behind
Mexico ; and I think that if [ go and take a farm behind
another man's farm, or the soil under his farm, I have no
right to reach that néw possession by going scross, and
over, or upwards, and through his farm.

‘ “.Poﬂ‘:z : '.%5 .the time ﬂ“tequind our possessions on

pHed 4o

| right of way .cml' the lsthmus of T:%Mu}hli:d 800

i ve us good ressons why she thought she had rather not.

| We nssented and waived the demand, and permitted ber

| to rise from the earth, upon which we had prostrated her,

{ without surrendering this right. Now, I think it is too
late to insist upon it.

Fifthly : If our real object in obtaining the right of way

oceanic communication for our own benefit, and for
the welfare and benefit of mankind, the right has already

‘What has been alreadyquoted proves this. DBut, for great-
er certainty, hear your Minister, Mr. Letcher:

“ Recently I have had several ecarnest comversations with
Mr. Ramirez regarding the treaty of Tehuantepee, Our
interview two nights ago lasted upwards of four hours. Iis
Excellency, upon each ococasion, manifested great concern
upon the subject, and was evidently very much surprised at
my apparent indifference, It is quite obvious he notw feels
unai{l{:‘the responsibility of his position. I listened ealmly
and patiently to all he had to say. He reiterated, in strong
language, what he bad often -previously declared, that the |
treaty, in its present form, could never be ratified by the
Mexican Congress ; that any attempt on the part of the Gov-
etnment to faver its approval would end in nothing bat its
own immediate downfall; that he was sorry to say the feeling
of his country, at the present time, griuu the United States,
was cxceedingly strong, so much so that no one in power conld
venture to Jmmun more intimate associstion with that
country ; that he waa altogether satisfied the interest of Mexi-
¢o, and in fact that of the whole commercial world, demanded
the contemplated connexion between the twoocexns ; that, so
far from throwing obstacles in the way of -tx connexion, |
Mexico was fully prepared to go every reas le length to |
secure that great object ; that Mexico was poor and oppressed, |
but so far as ba had it in his power to guard and protect her |
honor, he was determined #he should not only be free from
just repraach, but should stand upon elevated grounds before |
the world, in every particular, in reference to & matter of #o |
mach importancs; that although she had been and was at this |
moment badly treated by many of my countrymen, still, from
motives of sound poliey, she was —and suoh was his
own sincere wish—to concede to the United States, in prefor-
ence to any other Power, all the privileges which might be
neeetrary to accomplish the greatest enterprise of the age ; but
that, in the event of such coneession, no al must be made
to the Garay grant. ‘ Leave out that grant, say nothing about |
it, and I am ready,’ said he, ‘to enter into a treaty with you
whieh I think will be mtisfactory to both eountrles.’ ™ |

Hear, nlso, the letter of President Arista, of the 15th |
of April Inst, to President Fillmore : |

“ Among the difforences enumerated by your Excellency, |
thero is no one which oan produce any serious dificulties be-
twoen the two Republies ; for Mexico has always been die-
posed to eonmetit to the opening of a sommunication through
the Isth of Teh pee for the free and nntrammelled
commerca of the whole world; in this respect she agrees en-

leney in your lnst messnge to Congress. Her Government has
given assuranes of this in all its oficial acts: the explicit and
full confirmation of this intention your Excelloncy will have
remarked in the projet for a treaty which the Minister of Re-
Intions presented on the 3d of January last to the Minister
Plenipotentinry of the United Btates ne a rubstitute for the
treaty then pending, but which presented insuperable diff-
cultios in the way of ils being approved. The same foeling
now exists; for oven nfter this sentiment bad been misander-
stood by Mr. Letcher on the one side, and réproved by Con.
gress on the other, (ws shown by rejection of treaty,) as Inte
na yesterday, a bill was introduced into the House of Deputies
imporing on the Govarnment the obligation to proceed imme-
dintaly to open the communiecation by Tebuantepee, and an-
thorizing it at the same time to make use of all the means that
it may 1“:{0 proper and necessary for the attainment of the
object. est fucts, presented in an authentic form, prove
most indisputably that Mexico, far from opposing this great
work, enconrages it as much as possible ; and most conclusive-
ly shows that it eannot b & cause for disagreement between
her and the United States.

‘ But by the side of this merely apparent diffionity there is
one which is #o in reality, not from its own intrinsic character,
bat from the circumstances which are eonnected with it.
Theas are found in the protensions sdvanced by the agents of
the New Orleans company, who .qu to be determined that

the opening of the communication shall take plage in ao ofher
way 8xeqpt r the priv granted to Don José Garay.
Thix P“‘w g Ir.'ﬁwf: believed himealf bound

resolutely 16 bk oanred the utter failars of all pend-
ing n by blosking wip'all the doore to a pradent
% ineompatible with u-:' :.Wb:.f
’ “Ahe -nT of Garsy e
mum!tlh il ﬁk’ of its sxtensions
under such waa im 0 arhu s
pegotinted, nothing would have been

ncross the Isthmus of Tehuantepec is to open an inter-| .\ "o 0 ¢ Now York alone have an 4

been offered for our ncceptance, and the offer is still open. | .0

| route, that recenily followed by Capt. Sitgreaves's party, and

route,
1|.hc old Bpanish trail; and the onp 1 have before deseribed
(G Sitgrenves’s) is, in my opinion, décidedly the best. It
is shorter, more direct, and has more timber and level country,

vatable land than any other route.

an
| X bave trapped on mearly every stream between Cook’s ruu!.e‘1 been informed
| and the Great Salt Lake, and amn well acquainted with the

| reglon of country between these places,

| Very respactiully, your obedient servant,
' ANTRINE owEny R

| Hom. Wrtriax H. Sewarp.

I shall be told that if it be feasible, the len
road is so great as to deter us from attempting it.
is it?

thousand miles ! The railroads which have been made in

two thousand three hundred and one mfleﬂ, exceeding the
distance from lake Erie to the Pacific ocean. And if you
the canals, the chain would reach from the banks of
the Hudson river to the shores of the Pacific ocean. The
railroads already made in the United States, if drawn out
into one lengthened chain, would reach from Liverpool to
Canton. The railroads which have been made and are
now being made in the United States, if stretched contin-
uously along, would more than encircle the globe. Again,
I shall be told of the cost of this railroad. And what will
be its cost! One hundred millions of dollars. A cost
not exceeding the revenue of the Government of the
United States for two years ouly—a cost not exceeding
the revenue of the Federal and State Governments for
one year. One hundred millions of dollars! why we have
offered that sum for one island in the Caribbesn sea! One
bundred millions of dollars; why New York city spent
one-sixth of that sum in supplying itself with water, and
grew all the while ! One hundred millions of dollars ; the
State of New York has already spent, in making canals
and railroads, one hundred and thirteen millions, and
prospered while spending it as never State or nation
prospered before. That one hundred millions of dellars,
if it should never be directly reimbursed, will be indirect-
ly replaced within ten years by the economy which it
would enable us to practioe in the (ransportation of the
army, and of the supplies of the army and navy over it,
not to speak of the still more important benefita of bring-
ing the public domain into cultivation and into increased
value, and developing rapidly the mineral wealth of Cali-
fornis, which can be only imperfectly realized now, be-
cause labor on that side of the continent is worth four
dollars a day, while it is worth bat one here.

I shall be told there are constitutional difficulties and
political dangers attending the opening of this railrosd
stretching mcross our own country to San Franciseo.
Does, then, our Constitution authorize us to make s canal
or & railroad through a foreign country, and inhibit such
o work in onrown ? If there is a right under the Consti-
tation for that, why is there not for this? What new
gloss of the Constitution or the resolutions of 1708 invests
us with the one powerand deprives us of the other? Peo-
litioal danger! Is there less political danger in opening
a ge through a foreign country, exposed to the hos-
tilities of an armed people and of rival nations, than
in peaceably opening n passage through our own
siona, beyond the reach of foreign Powers, and even un.
observed by them ! But grant that a railroad can be
made through the Isthmus of Tehuantepec ; ean you man-
lge and control that road, as you demand that Mexico
shall permit you to do, without overturning, sooner or
later, the States of Vera Cruz and Onxaca through which
it will pass? Can you do that without breaking you
treaty obligations to Mexico? No, sir; the national pow-
er which controls and manages that road, with only the
small States of Vera Cruz and Oaxaca on the route, will
soon overcome them. If you take those two States, will
you leave the remaining twenty States of Mexico? Will
the other twenty consent to remain out of the American

fewer mountaing, more cultivated, sud perbaps more culti-

of the
What
Two thousand miles. What are two thousand
| miles of railroad for the people of the United States to
| make, who, within eighteen years past, have made twelve

gregate length of

consular * If the one, you must have an army <l

Muw- If the other, ~ :
ou m a5 army e -

timsgely w0 M{;Dbm the same \ d-

ms of ausrchy, civil war, and ruin at home

whih the wrmios of Mexico have enscted

there. If you.
bz them in ss Btates, have you settled the qﬁ:
wiother you are to govern them, or whether &hmu o
¢ ise delf-government, and so govern you?

reacued thut point in your charity that you will btd.l.m
l.o;;gormud ? five millions of Indians in Mexico ?

1688 &re no They are comigg upon
and they will be here when Mexico, exhausted by
fuctions, and by resistance u:mpn?ﬂmm
implore gou to give ber rest and pesce and safety, by ad-
mitting her to your Confederncy, as, before , in any
event, she surely must and will do. That time is coming
soon enough without hastening it. Why hasten it? You.
answer that you wanta p scross the continent by
way of Tehuantepec. Have you not mere passages plready

across your own domain to open than you can in
twenty-five yeurs ? Have you not more than
you can p in fifty years?! Have mutmrrld
and silver you can dig in & hundred years ? ese

dangers are real, but enly real if precipitated. Time will
speedily fill the regions which you slready possess with s
homogeneous population and homogeneous Btates; yet
even long before that event, so soon to arrive, shall have
come, this nation will have acquired such magnitude, such
consistency, such strength, such unity, such mpi::mm
Mexico, with her one mlgion of whites, her two ]
‘of mixed races, and her five millions of Aztecs and other
aboriginals, can be received and sbsorbed without dis-
turbing the national harmony, impsiring
vigor, or even for & day the national progress,
isdom, justice, and magnanimity combine in recom-
mending to us the moderation, the forbearance, the ’.’.3
whieh ico, exhsusted by efforts, simple, sincere,
earnest, at once to imitste our political virtues, and to

defend herself against our hostile encroachments, so
touchingly implores, and which our faith, pli amid
the ruin of her most precious hopes, and with compune-

tions on our part, never before and nowhere else betrpyed
in our diplomacy, so solemnly enjoins.

the national

I submit the following as a substitute for the reso-

lutions :
Strike out all after the word “ resolved,” and fnsert: .

‘tiens with Me;iw without tendering to that Power, ol whiting

a regacn.uhlo time to receive from it, an offer of arbitration, ae-

cording to the terms of the treaty of Guadalupe Midalgoe.
e —————

TWO LETTERS OF FRANKLIN.

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES.

“Mrs. John Gough Nichols sends to the London Gentle-
man’s Magazine two original lettérs of Doetor Franklin.
Both have escaped the diligent search of Mr. Jared
Sparks; at least, we find neither of thiem in the Corre-
spondence of Franklin'; and the latter is missing from the
Diplomatic Correspondence of the Revolution, leaving &
hiatus very much to be bewept in that important work.
Notwithstanding the levity with which the ghost of
Franklin has mingled with the poly-colored spirits of
rapperism, the faome of the statesman is yet living, and
his relics are yet venerable. So we reprint these letters
for the benefit of all concerned.

The first in order is addressed to his bankers, and, if
less momentous than its companion, is not without sig-
nificance :

Cravex-strexr, Jury 11, 1769,

GextLexes : I have Messrs. Freeth, of Bir-
mingham, to send one of their corn mills packed up and -
directed to your care for my son. As I shall prob be
abroad when it comes up, being sbout to make s little
tour in France, I beg you would be so goud a8 to receive
it, and ship it with Captain Falconer, pay Mesars. Freeth
for it, and charge it to my account,

I shall be farther ob not having time to come into
the city, if you can send me to-morrow forty guiness.

May I farther give you the trouble of buying for me
two lottery tickets, to be sent me with the money: or
rather, on second thoughts, keep them, writing s line to
Mr. Jonathan Willinms, merchant, Boston, scquainting
him with their numbers, for they are for him.

I am, with much esteem, yours, &c.
B. FRANKLIN.
To Messra. Buite, Wricnr & Grey, '

o Bankers, Lombard-street.

The second is of more consequence. Those who have
turned over the * Diplomatic Correspondence” have
noted the absence of several letters that must have passed
between the negetistors of the Treaty of Versailles in
relation to the ratification. They seemed to have abscond-
ed so adroitly as to put seekers for them quite at fault
This Gough-Nichols contribution is the most important
of them ; the rest may be spared:

l Passy, Manca 31, 1784,

Sir: We have now the pleasure of acquainting you
that the ratification of the Definitive Tresty ia arrived
| here by u&rul from Congress. You have slready
at the severity of the winter in Amerioca,
which kindered travelling, had occasioned s delay in the
ing of the States. As m:;:sauﬂeintnunber
. : ; £
% e e g e b e
have copies of the proclamation ‘on
and of the ree resolution. The messenger
was detained at New York near a monsh by the ice, which
prevented thie packet-bost’s sailing, otherwise he would
probably have been here in February. We are now read
to uchanfu the ratifications with you, whenever it .hlﬁ
be convenient to you. With great and sinoere esteem, we
Lave the honor to be,
| Bir, your Excellency's most obedient
| snd most humble servants,
' B. FRANKLIN,
JOHN JAY.

{ His Excellency Davio Harrray, &e.

| There was weather for you, seventy years ago! Just
fanoy; s you read this on & bright February day, the air

{ a8 mild as May, and the echt of last night's thunder lin-

gering on your ears ; fancy, we say, s season long ago,
when the harbor was frozen up and Congress was pro-
| vented from meeting because of the intense cold. Those
| revolutionary times certainly tried men's souls.
| «An amusing blunder ocours in the few remarks with
| which the editor of the magazine introduces his two epis-
| tolary prizes. Alluding to the latter of the two, he says :

“It is dated from Passy, near Paris, dbd addressed to
David Hartley, Esquire, who then held some other dy
;Jppoin.’mmf {rum the L'!l:';‘mf States.” Poor old David Hart-
ey, 80 soon forgotten and disowned at home—posthumous-
ly outlawed, as it were. Old Hartley, who used, in the
goodness of his heart, and fullnesa of his friendliness to
America, to make speeches in the House of Commons,
hours long ; dull, prosy, undeniable speeches, the azordi-
ums of which sent halfthe House to dinner and the rest
to sleep ;: and all to show that Ministers were and
the Colonists right! Hartley was the victim of the wick-
edest wit ever spent upon an honest plodder ; the verita-
ble butt of his fellows. All the memoirs and histories of
the time have something to say of him.

His devotion to the American cause recommended him
to his Government as a p to treat with the
Colonial ts at Versailles. He was sent thither as
Minister Plenipotentiary ; tinted the famous treaty
of 1783 ; and in less than a lifetime afterwards is reject-
ed of his countrymen and set down as & person * holding
some other diplomatic appointment from the United
States.” And the very pinnacle of the offence is that
Sylvanus Urban, gent., is the offender; an asuthority
which, upon sll matters relative to English history and an-
tiquities, has always claimed infallibility. Why, Bylvanus
was fifty years old at the time, and should know all about
it! Ts his sight so dim with age that in the very letter he
copies he does not see that Hartley is invited, as British
Pl:lni ot.:ntilry, to exchange ratifications with Franklin
and Jay?

Muajor WrLnram WiLris, a soldier of the revolu

war, died at Union, Monroe county, on the 28th ultimo,
in his 99th year. A briefbiographical notice of his death,
in the Farmers' Friend, states that he beheld the first
flow of American blood and the sacrifice of the first
martyrs to our liberties, st Lexington, in 1776, He was '
afterwards at Concord and Bunker Hill, whers he fought
bravely. e subsequently became the mmdﬂb:’ »
privateer, in which position he bhad sn eventful time.
Among the incidents of his command was a muting,
whiel he suppressed nfter a fearful s le, in which

nation, when you have taken the two principal States, and
have cut off their communications with the Caribbesn sea
nnd the Pucific ocean? Not a day, Will yon consent
that any body else shall have them ? Not you. Will they
consent that any body else shall have them® Not they.
8o you will have Mexico.

Well, before you conclude upen this important matter,
consider well whether yon have settied the peeliminaries
and prepared the way for receiving the twenty-two States
of Mexico, If you bave, pray enlighten me. Will they
come in slave States, or will they gome in free States!
Can you admit them aa slave States ! Can you take them
in sefree States?! Can " the balange betweeny
slavery and freedom * ,ﬁo:u, you save the Union
from convulsion ? .ltni if. p?;:ge the Usnfon into con-
vulsion, oan you tell ma ier you can bring, ns out in
safoty ! Well, suppose preliminaries are all set-
tled,  Thowe States canmot govern teomselves now ; can
they, gorarn thomselyes after they are aunexed to
the Uni taten ! No. Il you govern them ' PFray

was enga, and to hand with the leader of the mati-
neors, a man of great personal strength. After the war,
he was elected a representative to the Massachusetts Lo-
islature, and sucoessively held the post of Consul to
larcelons, under Washington, and consul to Venice, un-
der Adama.  Later in life ho resided in Charleston, where
he met with reverses in commercial pursuits, and was in-
duced by s warm personal friend o retire with him to the
mountains of Virginia, and had from that time resided in
the immediate vicinity of Union, where he had been the
object of general attention and venerstion.

Trx Guirrw. —This disease, which preceded the sholera
in 1882, and which since is supposed by some fo be a
herald of the oholera, is now prevailing extensively in
Paris and London. A Parin letter of January 24th says :
“ If aver the epithet dismal sould be applied to the wenther,
it was neveg more o than that of our last week or month. '
Medieal Gawette informs us that in London every 1:

tell me how. By admitting them as equals, or by pro-

fourth parson has the grippe, and that in our ospital
seargaly & dwelling without a patient.”

E\:‘hﬁl ﬁ“‘

That the United States cannot suspend diplomatic negotia-
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